
 
 
 

 
Southwest Power Pool 

SEAMS STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING 

August 5, 2014 

AEP Office, Dallas, TX  
•  M I N U T E S  •  

 

Agenda Item 1 – Administrative Items 

Seams Steering Committee (SSC) Chair Paul Malone, NPPD, called the meeting to order at 
approximately 8:30 am. The following SSC members were in attendance: 

Paul Malone, NPPD; 
Bary Warren, Empire; 
Jake Langthorn, OG&E; 
Roy Boyer, SPS; 
Ollie Burke, Entergy; 
Chris Lyons, Exelon; 
Jeff Knottek, City Utilities of Springfield; 
Keith Tynes, East Texas Cooperatives;  
Jim Jacoby, AEP, proxy from Richard Ross, AEP; and 
Brett Hooton, SPP Staff Secretary. 

 
Background materials for this meeting can be found on the SPP website at:  
http://www.spp.org/section.asp?group=1799&pageID=27 
 
After a motion to approve the minutes, Ollie Burke, Entergy, asked that the minutes be amended to reflect 
that he was in attendance. Mr. Burke stated that he was on the phone so his attendance was not 
captured on the WebEx participants list. 
 
The action item list was reviewed with no changes being made to the list. 
 
Paul Malone, NPPD, welcomed Chris Lyons, Exelon, as the newest SSC member. 

Agenda Item 2 – NAESB 

NAESB BPS 

Jason Davis, SPP, provided an update on the activities of the NAESB Business Practice Subcommittee 
(BPS). The BPS is currently working on draft revisions for Power Flow Visualization (PFV). Eleven entities 
submitted comments and the BPS is currently addressing them. The goal of the BPS is to address all 
comments and vote to send the revisions to the NAESB Executive Committee by the end of the 3rd 
Quarter 2014.  
 
Mr. Davis reported that there is ongoing discussion regarding the criteria for determining generator 
priorities. There are concerns that designated network resources were studied to be deliverable on a firm 
basis to historical control areas, not to the market footprint. However they are being treated as if they are 
deliverable to the market footprint. There is a not defined criterion other than that a transmission service 
provider must post their methodology on OASIS. 
 
Seams Agreement Definition 

Joshua Phillips, SPP, stated that SPP staff was going to request input from the SSC regarding SPP 
staff’s concern regarding a definition for “seams agreement” that was being discussed at NAESB. 



 
 
 

However, since the posting of the agenda and the day of the SSC meeting SPP staff no longer have a 
concern. This item was dropped. 

Agenda Item 3 – Seams Project Task Force Update 

Jake Langthorn, OGE, provided an overview of the status of the Seams Projects Policy Paper. The goal 
is to provide the paper to the SPP Markets and Operations Policy Committee (MOPC) at its October 
meeting. To meet that goal the SSC must approve the paper at its September 9, 2014 meeting. The Cost 
Allocation Working Group (CAWG) and Regional State Committee (RSC) are scheduled to review the 
paper in August and September. 

Agenda Item 4 – ORCA Update 

Mr. Davis reviewed the status of the ORCA tasks. There were updates to two of the tasks. The task “Intra-
day Total Dispatch Flow Limit” was discussed. Mr. Davis stated that MISO and the Joint Parties are still 
looking into ways to implement a process to communicate and increase the total dispatch flow limit. As of 
the SSC meeting no proposals have been presented. The second task is “OTP Dispatch Flow Limits”. Mr. 
Davis commented that MISO and the Joint Parties continue to produce and evaluate the values resulting 
from each of the respective proposed methodologies. 

Agenda Item 5 – Seams Metrics 

Mr. Davis reviewed the seams metrics. The seams metrics are provided to the SSC quarterly. The focus 
of the seams metrics presentation was to highlight the impacts of MISO ending their voluntary restriction 
of the dispatch flow between MISO North and MISO South to the 1,000 MW contract path. MISO has 
resumed attempting to limit the flow to the 2,000 MW ORCA limit. MISO ended the voluntary 1000 MW 
restriction on July 16, 2014. Since July 16 MISO has exceeded the 2,000 MW ORCA limit 3 times with the 
longest duration for exceeding 2,000 MW being 21 minutes. The largest amount of flow North to South 
was 2,382 MW, with the largest South to North being 1,413 MW.  
 
Mr. Davis also reviewed with the SSC several flowgates and the unaccounted flows. Based on the data 
provided there did not appear to be any obvious correlation between unaccounted flows and one 
particular source. 

Agenda Item 6 – CMPWG Update 

Mr. Davis reviewed the activities at the Congestion Management Process Working Group (CMPWG). The 
CMP parties are currently discussing options for replacing the freeze date. While there has not been 
unanimous agreement on the principles the parties are discussing the issues with the current freeze date 
and potential remedies for these issues. MISO, SPP, and PJM are currently working on drafting a 
common baseline CMP. Currently each of the agreements utilizes different baselines. 
 
David Kelley, SPP, discussed SPP’s proposal on excess allocations. Mr. Kelley stated that he was 
disappointed with MISO’s position on SPP’s proposal. While MISO initially supported the proposal when it 
was discussed with stakeholders in 2013, MISO will no longer agree to the proposal unless it is part of a 
larger agreement. Mr. Kelley stated that MISO was the only “no” vote at the CMPWG. CMPWG 
participants include SPP, MISO, PJM, TVA, Manitoba Hydro, MAPP, and WAPA. 

Agenda Item 7 – Flowgate Coordination 

Mr. Davis reviewed the process for incorporating new flowgates. Permanent flowgates are identified 
through the annual flowgate review process. This process may result in flowgates being added or 
removed from SPP’s system. The SPP Transmission Working Group (TWG) reviews and approves these 
flowgate changes. New flowgates are sent to CMP entities to test whether they have significant impacts.  
 



 
 
 

Temporary flowgates are identified by the operation planning group. The operational planning group 
identifies flowgates affected by outages. If the flowgate is EHV or near a seam the operation planning 
group will determine whether it should be tested for coordination. If coordination is needed for testing the 
AFC support group will send the flowgate to the CMP entities for testing. There are four tests which are 
outlined in the CMP. An entity that has a greater than 5% impact on the flowgate in any of the tests is 
considered to be a coordinated entity. 
 
This topic was prompted by a request from Bary Warren, Empire, as a result of MISO adding a flowgate 
which incorporates an Empire facility. SPP took an action item to report back. 
 
Action Item: Report to the SSC on the process to add a flowgate and what is the applicable 
coordination which is required to do so. 

Agenda Item 8 – Market Flow Filing Update 

Erin Cullum, SPP, provided an update on the Market Flow Filing. Ms. Cullum reported that FERC 
accepted the market flow filings the previous Friday. 

Agenda Item 9 – Market-to-Market Technical Conference 

Mr. Kelley discussed the upcoming Market-to-Market Technical Conference. There are three topics that 
will be discussed: 1. Interface Pricing, 2. Market-to-Market Flowgate Creation, 3. Day-Ahead Entitlement 
Coordination. The Market-to-Market flowgate creation is the only item which is disputed. The technical 
conference will most likely be held on September 22nd. Mr. Kelley responded to a question regarding 
participation by stating that only those who are a party to the filing may participate in the conference. 

Agenda Item 10 – Update on SPP-MISO Dispute 

Mr. Kelley provided an update on the ongoing SPP-MISO dispute. Mr. Kelley stated that he is limited in 
what he can say due to the confidentiality of the Settlements Conference. Mr. Kelley reported that the 
latest invoice sent to MISO reflected charges and penalties of $1,581,776 for the month of June. In total 
SPP has billed MISO $29.4 million since December 2013 and $20.8 million under the service agreement. 
The last settlement conference was held on June 3.  

Agenda Item 11 – SPP-AECI CSP 

Adam Bell, SPP, provided a status update on the SPP-AECI Joint Coordinated System Plan. SPP and 
AECI staff completed the initial ACCC analysis identifying potential reliability issues using the base case 
and the low hydro scenario. There will be an SPP-AECI Interregional Planning Stakeholder Advisory 
Committee (IPSAC) meeting on August 19 to review the issues and request proposed solutions. 

Agenda Item 12 – SPP-MISO CSP Study Update 

Brett Hooton, SPP, provided an update on the SPP-MISO CSP. Mr. Hooton stated that he hoped the 
PROMOD model would have been posted before the SSC meeting. It is expected that the model will be 
posted shortly for stakeholders to review the inputs into the model. To access the model stakeholders 
must complete the joint SPP-MISO CEII NDA. After the model is complete the congestion assessment will 
begin. The results of the congestion assessment will be posted in preparation for the October 7 SPP-
MISO IPSAC Meeting. 

Agenda Item 13 – Update on TSR and GI Coordination Language 

Mr. Hooton provided an update on the status of the SPP-MISO third-party impacts language. Regarding 
the GI coordination language Mr. Hooton stated he was optimistic that there will be agreement soon as 
SPP and MISO were close on agreeing on the language. For the TSR third-party impacts language Mr. 
Hooton stated that it does not appear that SPP and MISO are on the same page. 
 



 
 
 

Agenda Item 14 – Seams Activity Report 

Mr. Bell reviewed the Seams Activity Report. The multiregional activities were covered by Mr. Davis 
earlier in the meeting. Mr. Bell reminded the SSC that the minutes to SPP’s Joint Planning Committee 
(JPC) meetings with MISO and with AECI are all posted on the SPP website. There were two recent SPP-
MISO JPC calls, one on June 6 and other on July 11. SPP and MISO staffs met at MISO’s office in 
Eagan, MN on June 13 to discuss the economic assessment portion of the joint study. Similarly on June 
18 SPP and MISO staffs met in Little Rock, AR to discuss the reliability assessment portion of the joint 
study. On June 16 SPP, upon request by MISO, provided updates to the model being used by MISO for 
MISO’s LOLE study. After completing the request within MISO’s requested timeframe SPP asked MISO 
to perform a similar review of the model SPP is planning to use. As of the SSC meeting SPP had not 
received a response. There was an SPP-MISO Joint Stakeholder Joint Operating Agreement (JOA) 
meeting on June 27 to discuss operational and planning issues relevant to the SPP-MISO JOA. 

Agenda Item 6 – Seams Meetings 

Mr. Hooton informed the SSC of the following upcoming seams meetings: 
 August 6, 2014: SPP-MISO JPC Call 
 August 6, 2014: Call with SaskPower 
 August 19, 2014: SPP-AECI IPSAC Conference Call 
 October 7, 2014: SPP-MISO IPSAC Meeting 
 October/November TBD: SPP-MISO JOA Meeting 
 December 10: SPP-AECI JOA meetings in Springfield, MO 

 
Agenda Item 13 – Future Meetings 
 

a. September 9, 2014 SSC Conference Call (Register) 
b. September 30, 2014 SSC Meeting (Register) 
c. October 7, 2014 SPP-MISO IPSAC Meeting (Register) 
d. November 6, 2014 SSC Conference Call (Register) 
e. December 4, 2014 SSC Meeting (Register) 

 
Adjournment 
 
The meeting adjourned at approximately 2:30pm. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Brett Hooton 
Staff Secretary 
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